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of this statement of the Review, but we
have not seen, let us mention, a descrip-
tion of the phenomenon by other pen than
our own. We might extend our observations
here much further, but this paper, we per-
ceive, has already grown to some consider-
able length.

Sackville-street, April 25, 1843.

FEMALE EUNUCHS IN INDIA,

EVERY one knows the cruel acts to which
Oriental jealousy has given rise with respect
to the male attendants on the harems of the

great ; but few, perhaps, are aware that in
India even women are subject to a process,
not of emasculation, but (if we may coin a
wordB ef&oelig;mination. Dr. Roberts, the author
of a memoir of a journey from Delhi to

Bombay, says that near Feridabad he was
met by an eunuch fakir and three singing
girls, the latter of whom executed several
dances, accompanying ’them by their voices.
The lofty stature, harsh voices, and bold
masculine movements of the damsels so ter-
rified the worthy doctor, that he at first

thought them to be Thugs in disguise; but
when he had ascertained their true sex, curi-
osity overcame his terrors, and, by dint of a
little persuasion and sundry rupees, he pre-
vailed on the ladies to visit him at his tent,
and exhibit their physical peculiarities.
They appeared to have no development
either of the larynx or nipples ; the vaginal
orifice was obliterated without even the
trace of a scar, while the meatus urinarius,
on the contrary, was salient and exposed ;
there was no mons veneris, and, in fact, a

complete atrophy of the cellular tissue, not
only in the genital but other parts also of the
body, and no hair whatever on the parts usu-
ally so covered; the buttocks and thighs
were not more spread than in the male;
there was no trace of, or substitute for, the
menstrual discharge ; nor had the indivi-
duals any venereal desires. Large, robust,
and muscular, they enjoyed excellent health,
being about twenty-five years old ; and their
chief occupation was that of itinerating the
villages, dancing, singing, and circumcising
the male infants of the native population.
They had no recollection of having under-
gone any operation, nor could Dr. Roberts
find any indications whereby to judge of the
manner in which they had been unsexed;
but they said (what he knew not himself and
could not ascertain from others) that many
females similarly situated were to be found
at Delhi and Agra. An old Brahmin, at
Indore, in Malwah, afterwards told Dr. R.
that these women, called hedgirahs, are

punctured in the ovaries with needles, dipped
in the green fruity juice of the tree called
bhel-poul.

TREATMENT OF

TUBERCULOUS CACHEXIA.
NAPHTHA, CREOSOTE.

EFFECT OF ATMOSPHERE ON
REMEDIES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have for the last twelve months
perused with much attention and care the
many valuable papers on tuberculous ca.

chexia contained in your widely-circulated
Journal. During that period much has
been written on the above disease. The
fruit of my examination I will endeavour to
lay before you.
The last paper, on the use of naphtha, may

induce many to rely probably too much on
its merits ; with due diffidence be it said,
and without in the slightest manner dis.

paragingly of the cases mentioned : nor do I
by any means infer that the remedy does
not deserve notice. But that too much re-

liance may not be placed upon any one

means for assisting us in our attacks on this
hitherto formidable disease, one point I
wish particularly to mention. The whole of
the cases in Dr. Hastings’ report were in the
month of March, and the first week in

April. During the greatest part of that

! time the weather was acknowledged to be
particularly calculated to further the relief
of the patients by its peculiar mildness, the

prevailing winds being from the southward
and westward. This point is one of import-
ance, as it would seemingly limit the reme.
dial agent to a certain climate, or, rather, to
a certain state of the atmosphere. Proba
bly the doctor would state whether other

cases, occurring at a different period,were
similarly benefited by the naphtha.

Sir George Lefevre, in his paper of 29th
April, mentions the fact of the influence of
northern latitudes on the efficacy of mercurial
preparations, and other remedies. We
know the effect of climate and a change of
air on the constitution. In my opinion cer-
tain medicines are affected by certain
changes of temperature. In the last form.
night, with the abominable easterly wind
prevailing, not anything like the success

has resulted from the administration of col,
chicum (a supposed specific) in rheumatic
affections. These various effects can only
be judged of by the closest observation,
My opinion as to the most efficient reme-

dies in tuberculous cachexia is, that those
chemical products containing the largest
proportion of carbon, in concentration with
small portions of hydrogen and nitrogen,
have such a sedative action upon the blood,
that the chemical vital motion is rendered
more harmonious, as it were, by the opera-
tion of those substances. Creosote is a sub-
stance which I have tried with some success
at certain seasons of the year, whilst its
failure at others has obliged me to acknow-


